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The Chamber of Commerce July luncheon was sponsored by Doug Hunt of Access Storage.  This month’s presentation was given by Cathy Altman, a litigation partner at Carrington, Coleman, and named a “Rising Star” in Texas law by Texas Monthly magazine.   In addition to the great presentation, the delicious luncheon was catered by Divine Confections.  Set up and serving was provided by Linda Frazier owner of Red Oak Jazzercise Lite.  The luncheon attendees included two new members, Lyn Washington of MACH construction and Bill Vansyckle Private Investigator. 

Door prizes were drawn from the business cards left in the bowl at the sign in table.  Andrea Walton State Farm Insurance donated a Duffle Bag, Katina Potts Maid 2 Serve U cleaning service donated a $25 gift certificate, and Citizens National Bank donated a Spirit Basket.  

The speaker, Cathy Altman, gave the luncheon attendees a look at the impact of legislation designed to address environmental and climate change issues.  She discussed how business is impacted by legal decisions made and legislation enacted.  How do businesses deal with and plan for these issues?  The direction Ms. Altman’s presentation took gave the audience tools to use to work with and benefit from what the government is proposing.  Whether there is climate change or not, there is legislation to encourage a change in building and city construction to minimize the things identified as a problem for the environment.  

According to Ms. Altman, Texas has particular challenges because some of the current standards are going to be lowered.  Texas runs the risk of not meeting the standards if it fails to work with the programs coming into law.  The presentation stressed the fact, working to improve the environment and finding ways to meet the criteria will position businesses and cities for a better chance at leveraging this initiative to their advantage.   Only by knowing what is coming and planning accordingly can a city or business hope to take advantage of this direction.  When working with the legislation and understanding what and why various solutions may be better, a city and business not only can stay viable but can demonstrate to lenders and banks they will be able to meet future legal requirements.  This can position them ahead of others cities and businesses.  Planning can be done now to insure a position of compliance when change happens.

Ms. Altman’s practice focuses on areas of construction litigation, real estate litigation, business torts, and disputes.  Her substantial experience in litigation gives her insight into the advantage of working ahead of the changes coming.  Ms. Altman said “Texas has a challenge to meet when dealing with legislation on restrictions in construction and for idling practices.”  She went on to show in her presentation how planning with these things in mind can mean ‘Smart Growth’ for a city.    

A great time was had by all.  We look forward to next month with a change of location.  Next months meeting will be held at noon at the new Shields Elementary with Scott Niven speaking.  
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